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The Myth of the Wannsee Conference 


Introduction 


For decades, those who have propagated the alleged extermination thesis 
of the J ews by Nazis in World War II, have more often than not started their 
theory with the assertion that the mass murder of J ews was planned in detail by 
the National Socialist government at a conference in 1942. 


This conference, the Wannsee Conference, named after the resort in the woodlands lying 
to the south west of Berlin, and its minutes, known as the Wannsee Protocol, have become 
pivotal for many exterminationist believers, as evidence of the methodical planning and 
ruthlessness of the alleged Nazi plot. 


For example, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, in Washington DC, one of 
the largest resources for exterminationist propaganda outside of Yad Vashem in Israel, has 
the following to say about the Wannsee Conference: 


The Wannsee Conference and the Final Solution: On January 20, 1942, fifteen 
high-ranking Nazi party and German government leaders gathered for an 
important meeting. They met in a wealthy section of Berlin at a villa by a lake 
known as Wannsee. Reinhard Heydrich, who was SS chief Heinrich Himmler’s 
head deputy, held the meeting for the purpose of discussing the “final solution to 
theJ ewish question in Europe” with key non-SS government leaders, including the 
secretaries of the Foreign Ministry and J ustice, whose cooperation was needed. 


The “final solution” was the Nazis’ code name for the deliberate, carefully 
planned destruction, or genocide, of all European J ews. The Nazis used the vague 
term “final solution” to hide their policy of mass murder from the rest of the world. 
In fact, the men at Wannsee talked about methods of killing, about liquidation, 
about “extermination.” 


The Wannsee Conference, as it became known to history, did not mark the 
beginning of the “Final Solution.” The mobile killing squads were already 
slaughtering J ews in the occupied Soviet Union. Rather, the Wannsee Conference 

was the place where the “final solution” was formally revealed 
Simarry! Wr atiwiry to non-Nazi leaders who would help arrange for J ews to be 
at ae oY transported from all over German-occupied Europe to SS- 
operated “extermination” camps in Poland. Not one of the men 
present at Wannsee objected to the announced policy. Never 
before had a modern state committed itself to the murder of an 
entire people.” (1) 


V/AY)/ Cy 
CONSPIRAEGY 
~ A 


The Wannsee Conference has also been the subject of a major 
film, jointly produced by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
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Introduction 


and the American-based Home Box Office (HBO) company. The film, Conspiracy, was 
scripted by the J ewish author Loring Mandel. 


In this dramatization, conference leader Reinhard Heydrich steers the discussion in the 
direction of the wholesale elimination of Jews, specifically using gas chambers. 


This causes consternation among many of the attendees, notably Dr. Friedrich Wilhelm 
Kritzinger, deputy head of the Reich Chancellery, who objects that Hitler had given him 
personal guarantees that extermination of the Jews was not being considered, and 
representatives of the Polish administration, who are shocked to discover that the SS have 
been building camps and making preparations for the “Final Solution” under their noses and 
in secret. (2) 


The Wannsee Protocol, and the meeting itself, have therefore, taken on iconic status within 
the Holocaust story. The actual villa where the conference took place is still in existence, has 
been turned into a museum where one can read the minutes of the meeting, on public display 
there. 


The villa now has the atmosphere of a church about it, as the event has been built up 
into what has become the very founding cornerstone of the entire Holocaust story. Yet, like 
everything else associated with the alleged Holocaust story, once studied openly, the facts of 
the Wannsee Conference are considerably at odds with the propaganda. 


In fact, it is not exaggeration to say that almost everything that is said about the Wannsee 
Protocol to date by the exterminationists, is a bare faced lie, predicated upon the- until now- 
successful hope that no-one would actually take the time to study the text of the Protocol 
itself, and instead rely purely on the “interpretation” given to them by the exterminationists. 


The Wannsee minutes are kept under glass at the Wannsee Villa Museum, 
creating an atmosphere of sanctity to unsuspecting visitors who never 
actually read the document in full. 
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The Myth of the Wannsee Conference 


Participants 


Despite the Wannsee Conference having assumed giant proportions in the 
ongoing Holocaust story, the meeting was in fact unknown until the chance 
discovery of a copy of the minutes in 1947. 


This was surprising, given the list of attendees, who were: 


- Gauleiter Dr. Alfred Meyer and Reichamtsleiter (Chief Officer). 
- Dr. Georg Leibrandt - Reich Ministry for the Occupied Eastern Territories 
- State Secretary Dr. Wilhelm Stuckart - Reich Ministry of the Interior 
- State Secretary Dr. Erich Neumann - Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Four Year Plan 
- State Secretary Dr. Roland Freisler - Reich J ustice Ministry 
- State Secretary Dr. Josef Buhler - Office of Governor General [Poland] 
representing Hans Frank 
- Under State Secretary Martin Luther - Foreign Office 
- SS Senior- Colonel Gerhard Klopfer - Party Chancellery representing Martin Bormann 
- Ministerial Director Friedrich Kritzinger - Reich Chancellery 
- SS Major-General Otto Hofmann - Race and Resettlement Main Office 
- SS Major-General Heinrich Miller - Reich Security Main Office 
- SS Lt-Colonel Adolf Eichmann - Reich Security Main Office 
- SS Senior- Colonel Dr. Eberhard Schongarth - Commander of the Security Police and 
the SD in the General Government [Poland] 
- SS Major Dr. Rudolf Lange - Commander of Security Police and Security Service 
for General Commissariat Latvia, as Deputy of Commanding Officer of Security Police 
and Security Service for Reich Commissariat Ostland [Baltic States and White Russia] 
Security Police and Security Service. 


The meeting itself was also relatively brief, and only lasted an hour and a half at the most. 
The minutes were found in the files of Under State Secretary Martin Luther in 1947 and have 
since then been boosted to almost mythical status as one of the turning points in Nazi policy 
towards the J ews. 


In reality, the Wannsee Conference was actually just a planning meeting to facilitate 
shipping J ews out of Germany to the newly- occupied territories in Russia, and nothing more. 
This is evidenced from a close reading of the minutes, as detailed below. 
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The Real Wannsee Protocols 


The Real Wannsee Protocols 


In reality, the Wannsee Protocol never talked about extermination, gas chambers or even 
suggests, in any way, mass murder of any sort. 


The Wannsee Conference only discusses a plan which entails the evacuation of J ews to 
territory recently opened by the German invasion of the Soviet Union, which had started the 
previous J une. It is worth repeating: Nowhere in the Wannsee conference, or the minutes of 
that meeting, was a plan for the mass murder of all J ews discussed. 


Incredibly, exactly the opposite was discussed: amongst other things, the Wannsee 
meeting: 


- Took an interest in saving J ewish lives by warning of the ‘dangers’ of emigrating during 
wartime; 


- ordered that ALL J ews aged over 65, NOT be evacuated East; 


- ordered that ALL German J ews who were decorated or wounded World War I veterans 
NOT be evacuated East; and 


- ordered that ALLJ ews workingin critical munitions and other factories NOT be evacuated. 
East. 


Only in one place do the minutes of the Wannsee meeting suggest (quote) “appropriate 
action” for a small number of Jews— but, given the context of the quote, the evidence is 
overwhelming that it was meant that these J ews were to be sterilized so that they could not 
reproduce. 


Jewish Emigration and Evacuation to the East 


The real purpose of the Wannsee conference is best gained by a simple reading of the 
minutes of that meeting. All the quotes below are directly from the Wannsee Protocol, on 
public display at the Wannsee Villa to this day. 


Appendix A to this paper contains a full English translation of the Wannsee Protocol; 
this can be compared to the full German text found in Appendix B; which in turn can be 
compared for accuracy to a full set of the original Protocol in Appendix C. 
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In its own words, the purpose of the conference was to attend to the “expulsion of the 
Jews from every sphere of life and living space of the German people”. This aim was to be 
achieved as follows: 


“In carrying out these efforts, an increased and planned acceleration of the 
emigration of the Jews from Reich territory was started, as the only possible 
present solution.” 


Asaresult of this enforced emigration, “537,000 J ews weresent out of the country between 
the takeover of power and the deadline of 31 October 1941.” (The “country” in question was 
Germany). 


This emigration was financed by the Jews themselves: 


“The Jews themselves, or their Jewish political organizations, financed the emigration. 
In order to avoid impoverished J ews’ remaining behind, the principle was followed that 
wealthy Jews have to finance the emigration of poor Jews; this was arranged by imposing 
a suitable tax, i.e., an emigration tax, which was used for financial arrangements in 
connection with the emigration of poor J ews and was imposed according to income.” 


Wannsee Protocol Expressed Concern for J ewish 
Safety 


Far from expressing a desire to murder J ews, in fact the Wannsee Protocols then show 
concern for J ewish safety: by placing a ban on emigration during wartime: 


‘In the meantime the Reichsfuhrer-SS and Chief of the German Police had prohibited 
emigration of Jews due to the dangers of an emigration in wartime and due to the 
possibilities of the East.” 


Nowhere in the Wannsee Meeting or its minutes is the murder of J ews discussed; only 
their emigration and evacuation - forced - to the eastern territories opened up after the 
German invasion of the Soviet Union. 


The Wannsee minutes state this aim quite openly: 


‘III. Another possible solution of the problem has now taken the place of emigration, 
i.e. the evacuation of the J ews to the East, provided that the Fuhrer gives the appropriate 
approval in advance.” 


No J ews over 65 to be Evacuated to the East 


Itis alleged that the term “evacuation” as used at Wannsee, meant extermination. There is 
absolutely no evidence to support this assumption, and a wealth of evidence to indicate the 
opposite. In fact, the Wannsee Protocols go into detail on which groups of J ews should NOT 
be evacuated. 


No J ews over 65 to be Evacuated to the East 


Instead of plotting the mass murder of all J ews, the Wannsee conference minutes actually 
talk about keeping large numbers of J ews in Germany. 


For example, with regard to Jews over the age of 65, the Protocol specifically says: 


‘It is not intended to evacuate J ews over 65 years old, but to send them to an 
old-age ghetto—Theresienstadt is being considered for this purpose.” 


No J ewish World War I Veterans to be Evacuated 
East 


The Wannsee minutes then go on to make special mention of German World War One 
J ewish veterans in this way: 


‘In addition to these age groups—of the approximately 280,000 Jews in 
Germany proper and Austria on 31 October 1941, approximately 30% are over 
65 years old—severely wounded veterans and J ews with war decorations (Iron 
Cross I) will be accepted in the old-age ghettos. With this expedient solution, in 
one fell swoop many interventions will be prevented.” 


No J ews Working in “Vital Industries” to be 
Evacuated 


The Wannsee conference also noted that Jews working in industries vital to the war effort 
are also not to be evacuated: 


“With regard to the issue of the effect of the evacuation of Jews on the economy, 
State Secretary Neumann stated that J ews who are working in industries vital to 
the war effort, provided that no replacements are available, cannot be evacuated.” 


The Wannsee minutes then record that Reinhard Heydrich, often fingered as the 
mastermind behind the conference, agreed and was recorded so in the minutes: 
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“SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Heydrich indicated that these Jews would not be 
evacuated according to therules he had approved for carrying out the evacuations 
then underway.” 


So, instead of a “blueprint to murder all J ews,” the Wannsee meeting actually discussed 
specific steps to protect entire groups of Jews from harm of any sort. 


The Number of J ews under German Control 
Identified 


The Wannsee conference then discussed exactly how many J ews would be involved in their 
planned emigration program. For this purpose, they divided Europe up into two sections: 
“A” and “B”” 


Only 4.5 Million J ews Ever Under Direct German 
Control 


The “A” territories included Germany and all those countries under direct German 
occupation: these lands were (with numbers of J ews in parenthesis) : 


Germany, (131,800); 

Austria (43,700); 

Fastern territories (420,000); 

General Government (2,284,000); 

Bialystok (400,000); 

Protectorate Bohemia and Moravia (74,200); 
Estonia (0); 

Latvia (3,500); 

Lithuania (34,000); 

Belgium (43,000); 

Denmark (5,600); 

France / occupied territory (165,000)/ unoccupied territory (700,000); 
Greece (69,600); 

Netherlands (160,800); 

Norway (1,300). 


This gives a total of 4,536,500 Jews under German control. This is an important figure, as 
will be seen presently. 
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Only 4.5 Million J ews Ever Under Direct German Control 


The “B” category countries were those with Jewish populations NOT under German 
control. These were: 


Bulgaria (48,000); 

England (330,000); 

Finland (2,300); 

Ireland (4,000); 

Italy including Sardinia (58,000); 
Albania (200); 

Croatia (40,000); 

Portugal (3,000); 

Rumania including Bessarabia (342,000); 
Sweden (8,000); 

Switzerland (18,000); 

Serbia (10,000); 

Slovakia (88,000); 

Spain (6,000); 

Turkey (European portion) (55,500); 
Hungary (742,800); 

USSR (5,000,000, including as subdivisions the Ukraine (2,994,684) and 
Byelorussia (446,484).) 


This gives a total of 6,755,800 J ews in Europe NOT under direct German control. 


These two figures, when added together, give a total of 11,292,300 Jews. It is worth once 
again stating that by the Nazi’s own estimates, only 4,536,500 Jews were under direct 
German control. 


Category “B” Countries Excluded from German 
Control 


Of the “B” category countries, the following can be excluded from all calculations: 
England; Finland; Ireland; Portugal; Sweden; Switzerland; Spain; and Turkey; as none of 
these countries ever came under German occupation, nor in any way entered the German 
sphere of influence. Their Jewish numbers can therefore be completely removed from any 
calculations. 
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The breakdown of the number of J ews in Europe, including the Soviet Union, 
as outlined in the Wannsee Minutes. Only 4,5 million were ever under Ger- 
man control, making a mockery of the “6 million dead” claim, particularly in 
the light of the 4.3 million “Holocaust survivor” claims made by J ews against 
the post-war German state. 


W} 


Russian J ews Flee Advancing Germans 


The other “B” category countries were either at some stage allied to Germany or parts 
thereof were occupied by German troops in combat, mostly against the Soviet Union. The 
former included Bulgaria; Italy; Croatia; and Rumania; the latter included Serbia; Slovakia; 
Hungary; parts of the USSR; Ukraine; and White Russia. 


It is however incorrect to assume that these countries were allied to the Germans, that 
those countries’ J ews were handed over to the Nazis. 


Themost famous example of this is Bulgaria, whose entire J ewish population was protected 
by that country’s government, as recounted in J ewish historian Martin Gilbert’s Book “The 
Holocaust” (Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1985): 


“Also lucky were forty-eight thousand J ews of Bulgaria: those living within the 
pre-war borders of the state. At first, it seemed that they too would be deported, 
as had those from the Bulgarian- occupied zones of Thrace and Macedonia. 
Following German insistence, the Bulgarian government had indeed ordered the 
deportation of all Jews from Bulgaria proper, some of whom had already been 
interned. 


But the deportation order led to such an outcry from the Bulgarian people, 
including many intellectuals and church leaders, that the government rescinded 
the order, and J ews already taken into custody were released. The release of the 
J ews, which took place on March 10, came to be known in Bulgaria as a ‘miracle 
of the J ewish people’.” (3) 


The Yad Vashem— Israel’s official Holocaust memorial, itself claims that Denmark only 
lost 60 J ews dead; that Finland lost 7 J ews dead, that of all Italy’s 58,000 J ews (by Nazi 
estimates) were reduced by only 7,600 and so on. (4) 


Russian J ews Flee Advancing Germans 


The German invasion of the Soviet Union, which started on 21 J une 1941, would not have 
captured all the 5 million J ews which the Wannsee minutes calculated were present in this 
region. Millions upon millions of Jews were evacuated by the Soviets themselves, or fled the 
advancing German troops. 


Those J ews who stayed behind became the subject of German “Einsatzgruppen” or Special 
Action Group units. 


These Einsatzgruppen were sent in behind German lines with the express orders of 
fighting partisans, and then killing what remained of the Communist party infrastructure in 
the occupied areas of the Soviet Union. 
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EinsatzGruppen Exaggerations 


Dueto thehigh number of] ews in the Soviet Communist party infrastructure (the Wannsee 
minutes actually make mention that over 23 percent of all Soviet J ews were employed by the 
Soviet state), this of course meant that many J ews became the target of the Einsatzgruppen. 


Although a final figure of Jews killed by the Einsatzgruppen has never been presented, 
some of the most extreme estimates by Yad Vashem and others say that between 900,000 
and 1.25 million people-J ews and others- were killed by the special action units. 


This figure is without doubt a gross exaggeration, considering that the Einsatzgruppen 
never had more than 3,000 men in total serving in its units at any one time, and furthermore 
spent most of their time fighting partisans. 


In fact, at least two Einsatzgruppen commanders were killed in action fighting partisans, 
which in itself shows the true nature of the work of those units. 


But even if this grossly exaggerated figure is accurate—and all evidence is that it is not— 
this grandiose figure is still nowhere near the 5 million Jews the Nazis estimated were in the 
Soviet Union’s territory. 


4.5 Million J ews Under Direct German Control- Yet 
4.3 Million Claim Compensation 


As detailed above, of the 6.7 million J ews estimated by the Nazis themselves to be in the 
category “B” countries; almost none actually fell into German hands. 


The category ‘A” country figure of 4.5 million Jews can therefore be taken as the most 
reliable estimate of the number of J ews who actually fell into Nazi hands, give or take a few 
hundred thousand. 


This is where the figures get interesting: the figure of 4,536,500 Jews is important when it 
is considered that, until the end of 1987, some 4,384, 138 individual claims for compensation 
had been made by Holocaust survivors against the post war German government. (5) 


This means, by the Nazis’ own reckoning, that of the estimated 4.5 million J ews directly 
under their control in 1942, at least 4.3 million had claimed compensation from the German 
government for persecution by 1987. 
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Wannsee Protocol Details Forced J ewish Labor 


These figures by themselves speak volumes about the true number of Jewish casualties 
during the war. 


Healthy-looking prisoners, freed by the Soviet Army at Auschwitz on 
January 27, 1945. Pictures such as these are rarely shown because they give 
lie to the tales of ill-treatment and mass extermination. 


Wannsee Protocol Details Forced J ewish Labor 


The Wannsee minutes do not end there though: they go on to specifically state what is to 


be done with able bodied J ews once they have been evacuated and resettled in the Eastern 
territories: 


“Under proper guidance, in the course of the final solution the Jews are to 
be allocated for appropriate labor in the East. Able-bodied Jews, separated 
according to sex, will be taken in large work columns to these areas for work on 


roads, in the course of which action doubtless a large portion will be eliminated 
by natural causes.” 


This is the first mention of Jews dying - not by execution, but by “natural causes.” 


“Appropriate Action” For Survivors of Forced Labor 


Then comes the only part of the Wannsee minutes which could be interpreted in a 
sinister fashion. Following directly on the remark that a large portion of able bodied J ews 
will be eliminated by natural causes, the relevant sentence reads: 


“The possible final remnant will, since it will undoubtedly consist of the most 
resistant portion, have to be treated accordingly, because it is the product of 
natural selection and would, if released, act as the seed of a new J ewish revival 
(see the experience of history.)” 
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It is alleged that this sentence means that these J ews- who, important to note, are not 
all the J ews, but only a small select group- were meant to be killed. Read in context of the 
entire document, this conclusion is spurious. 


“Appropriate Action” Meant Sterilization 


Firstly, elsewhere in the Wannsee minutes, as already pointed out, specific mention 
is made of saving J ews from the ‘dangers of wartime emigration’ and even not evacuating 
certain classes of J ews. To allege that the Wannsee Protocol was to “kill J ews” on the one 
hand, and save whole groups of J ews on the other is clearly impossible. 


The reference to “appropriate treatment” means that these J ews are to be sterilized so 
that they cannot have children, a fact which becomes obvious when the very next section of 
the Wannsee minutes is read. 


The next section - in fact one of single longest sections of the entire minutes- deals 
with which J ews should be evacuated, and how persons of mixed J ewish- German ancestry 
are to be handled, with the answer being to sterilize certain highly mixed groups rather than 
evacuating them. 


To quote this section of the Wannsee Protocol: 


“Persons of mixed blood of the first degree who are exempted from evacuation 
will be sterilized in order to prevent any offspring and to eliminate the problem 
of persons of mixed blood once and for all. Such sterilization will be voluntary. 
But it is required to remain in the Reich. The sterilized “person of mixed blood” is 
thereafter free of all restrictions to which he was previously subjected.” 


And 


“SS-Gruppenfuuhrer Hofmann advocates the opinion that sterilization will have 
to be widely used, since the person of mixed blood who is given the choice whether 
he will be evacuated or sterilized would rather undergo sterilization.” 


And 


“State Secretary Dr. Stuckart maintains that carrying out in practice of thejust 
mentioned possibilities for solving the problem of mixed marriages and persons 
of mixed blood will create endless administrative work. In the second place, as the 
biological facts cannot be disregarded in any case, State Secretary Dr. Stuckart 
proposed proceeding to forced sterilization.” 
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Conclusion 


; Nazi Germany was not the only country to 
Die ftehen nicht altein practice sterilization. This poster, froma 1936 
ee edition of the German magazine Neues Volk, 
was titled Wir stehen nicht allein or “We do 
not stand alone”. On the shield is the name 
of the German 1933 Law for the Prevention 
of Hereditarily Diseased Offspring, which 
allowed compulsory sterilization. Around the 
picture are flags of nations which had enacted 
(to the left) or were considering (bottom and 
to the right) similar legislation. The countries 
which had enacted compulsory sterilization 
laws were: United States, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Finland while the countries where 
sterilization laws were being considered were 
Hungary, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, 
Poland, Japan, Latvia and Lithuania. In this context, references in the Wannsee 
minutes to sterilization are not that unusual for the time. 


Read in this context, the meaning of the “appropriate action” remark becomes plain: 
by this it was meant to sterilize those J ews who had survived the forced labor in the East. 


Conclusion - The Wannsee Conference Was a 
Discussion about the Mechanics of Moving Certain 
Groups of J ews to the East, and Never Mentioned 
Mass Murder in Any Form 


In conclusion then, the following can be said: 
1) The Wannsee meeting and its minutes do not contain a master plan to kill J ews; 


2) Nowhere in the meeting's minutes is genocide discussed, planned, proposed or even 
suggested; 


3) The Wannsee meeting never discussed gas chambers, shootings or any of the fantasies 
propagated by the exterminationists; 


4) The number of J ews under Nazi control was estimated by the Nazis themselves to be 
in the region of 4.5 million (yet 4.3 million J ewish compensation claims have been lodged 
against the post war German government); 
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5) The Wannsee meeting was a planning meeting on how Europe's Jews should be 
deported, via transit camps, to the East; with able bodied J ews being forced to build roads 
and other labor intensive tasks in those regions; 


6) The most “sinister” part of the Wannsee Protocol suggests that “appropriate action,” 
(which, in the context of the document, clearly means sterilization), be applied to those able 
bodied J ews who survive the forced labor in the East; 


7) The Wannsee conference also made allowance for specific exceptions to Jewish 
evacuation, such as J ewish German World War One veterans; ALL J ews over the age of 65; 
and ALL Jews working in industries vital to the German war effort, to be released from the 
threat of evacuation and be allowed to stay in Germany. 


There is therefore, no justification for alleging that the Wannsee Conference was a ‘master 
plan for mass murder’ and the Western media, Holocaust institutions and reference books 
are simply lying. 


This lie becomes even more sinister when it is considered that no-one who actually reads 
the Wannsee Protocol, could come to any other conclusion except that outlined above. 


To suggest that the Wannsee Conference was anything else, shows beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that those propagating this lie, do so shamelessly, in direct contradiction of the facts, 
to try and prop up the rest of the Holocaust fabrication. 
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Appendix A: The Wannsee Protocol: Full English 
Translation 


Stamp: Top Secret 30 copies 16th copy 


Minutes of discussion. 


I . 
The following persons took part in the discussion about the final 
solution of the Jewish question which took place in Berlin, am 
Grossen Wannsee No. 56/58 on 20 January 1942. 


Gauleiter Dr. Meyer and Reichsamtleiter Dr. Leibbrandt, Reich 
Ministry for the Occupied Eastern territories, Secretary of State 
Dr. Stuckart, Reich Ministry for the Interior, Secretary of State 
Neumann, Plenipotentiary for the Four Year Plan, Secretary of State 
Dr. Freisler, Reich Ministry of Justice, Secretary of State Dr. 
Buhler, Office of the Government General Under Secretary of State, 
Dr. Luther, Foreign Office, SS-Oberfthhrer Klopfer, Party Chancellery, 
Ministerialdirektor Kritzinger, Reich Chancellery, SS-Gruppenftihrer 
Hofmann, Race and Settlement Main Office, SS-Gruppenftihrer Muller, SS- 
Obersturmbannftihrer Eichmann, Reich Main Security Office, SS-Oberftihrer 
Dr. Schdngarth, Commander of the Security Police and the SD in the 
Government General, Security Police and SD, SS-Sturmbannftihrer Dr. 
Lange, Commander of the Security Police and the SD for the General- 
District Latvia, as deputy of the Commander of the Security Police 
and the SD for the Reich Commissariat “Eastland”, Security Police 
and SD. 


A i ee 


At the beginning of the discussion Chief of the Security Police and 
of the SD, SS-Obergruppen-fitthrer Heydrich, reported that the Reich 
Marshal had appointed him delegate for the preparations for the final 
solution of the Jewish question in Europe and pointed out that this 
discussion had been called for the purpose of clarifying fundamental 
questions. The wish of the Reich Marshal to have a draft sent to him 
concerning organizational, factual and material interests in relation 
to the final solution of the Jewish question in Europe makes necessary 
an initial common action of all central offices immediately concerned 
with these questions in order to bring their general activities into 
line. The Reichsftthrer-SS and the Chief of the German Police (Chief 
of the Security Police and the SD) was entrusted with the official 
central handling of the final solution of the Jewish question without 
regard to geographic borders. The Chief of the Security Police and 
the SD then gave a short report of the struggle which has been 
carried on thus far against this enemy, the essential points being 
the following: 


19 


The Myth of the Wannsee Conference 


a) the expulsion of the Jews from every sphere of life of the 
German people, 


b) the expulsion of the Jews from the living space of the German 
people. 


In carrying out these efforts, an increased and planned acceleration 
of the emigration of the Jews from Reich territory was started, as 
the only possible present solution. 


By order of the Reich Marshal, a Reich Central Office for Jewish 
Emigration was set up in January 1939 and the Chief of the Security 
Police and SD was entrusted with the management. Its most important 
tasks were 


a) to make all necessary arrangements for the preparation for an 
increased emigration of the Jews, 


b) to direct the flow of emigration, 


c) to speed the procedure of emigration in each individual case. 


The aim of all this was to cleanse German living space of Jews in 
a legal manner. 


All the offices realized the drawbacks of such enforced accelerated 
emigration. For the time being they had, however, tolerated it on 
account of the lack of other possible solutions of the problem. 


The work concerned with emigration was, later on, not only a 
German problem, but also a problem with which the authorities of the 
countries to which the flow of emigrants was being directed would have 
to deal. Financial difficulties, such as the demand by various foreign 
governments for increasing sums of money to be presented at the time 
of the landing, the lack of shipping space, increasing restriction of 
entry permits, or the cancelling of such, increased extraordinarily 
the difficulties of emigration. In spite of these difficulties, 537,000 
Jews were sent out of the country between the takeover of power and 
the deadline of 31 October 1941. Of these approximately 360,000 were 
in Germany proper on 30 January 1933 approximately 147,000 were in 
Austria (Ostmark) on 15 March 1939 approximately 30,000 were in the 
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia on 15 March 1939. 


The Jews themselves, or their Jewish political organizations, 
financed the emigration. In order to avoid impoverished Jews’ remaining 
behind, the principle was followed that wealthy Jews have to finance 
the emigration of poor Jews; this was arranged by imposing a suitable 
tax, 1.e., an emigration tax, which was used for financial arrangements 
in connection with the emigration of poor Jews and was imposed 
according to income. 


Apart from the necessary Reichsmark exchange, foreign currency 
had to presented at the time of landing. In order to save foreign 
exchange held by Germany, the foreign Jewish financial organizations 
were - with the help of Jewish organizations in Germany - made 
responsible for arranging an adequate amount of foreign currency. 
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Up to 30 October 1941, these foreign Jews donated a total of around 
9,500,000 dollars. 


In the meantime the Reichsfuthrer-SS and Chief of the German Police 
had prohibited emigration of Jews due to the dangers of an emigration 
in wartime and due to the possibilities of the East. 


XE 


Another possible solution of the problem has now taken the place 
of emigration, i.e. the evacuation of the Jews to the Fast, provided 
that the Fuhrer gives the appropriate approval in advance. 


These actions are, however, only to be considered provisional, 
but practical experience is already being collected which is of the 
greatest importance in relation to the future final solution of the 
Jewish question. 


Approximately 11 million Jews will be involved in the final solution 
of the European Jewish question, distributed as follows among the 
individual countries: 


Country Number 
A. 
Germany proper 131,800 
Austria 43,700 
Eastern territories 420,000 
General Government 2,284,000 
Bialystok 400,000 
Protectorate Bohemia and Moravia 74,200 
Estonia - free of Jews - 
Latvia 3,500 
Lithuania 34,000 
Belgium 43,000 
Denmark 5,600 
France/occupied territory 165,000 
unoccupied territory 700,000 
Greece 69, 600 
Netherlands 160, 800 
Norway 1,300 
B. 
Bulgaria 48,000 
England 330,000 
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Finland 2,300 
Ireland 4,000 
Italy including Sardinia 58,000 
Albania 200 
Croatia 40,000 
Portugal 3,000 
Rumania including Bessarabia 342,000 
Sweden 8,000 
Switzerland 18,000 
Serbia 10,000 
Slovakia 88,000 
Spain 6,000 
Turkey (European portion) 55,500 
Hungary 742,800 
USSR 5,000,000 
Ukraine 2,994,684 
White Russia 

excluding Bialystok 446,484 

Total over 11,000,000 


The number of Jews given here for foreign countries includes, 
however, only those Jews who still adhere to the Jewish faith, 


since some 


countries still do not have a definition of the term “Jew” 


according to racial principles. 


The hand 


with difficul 


ling of the problem in the individual countries will meet 


ties due to the attitude and outlook of the people there, 


especially 


in Hungary and Rumania. Thus, for example, even today the 


Jew can buy documents in Rumania that will officially prove his foreign 


citizenship. 


The influence of the Jews in all walks of life in the USSR is well 
known. Approximately five million Jews live in the European part of 


the USSR, 


in the Asian part scarcely 1/4 million. 


The breakdown of Jews residing in the European part of the USSR 
according to trades was approximately as follows: 


Agriculture 9.1 % 


Urban workers 14.8 % 


In trade 


Employed 


20.0 & 
by the state 23.4 & 
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In private occupations such as medical profession, press, theater, 
SGC. 32. 7% 


Under proper guidance, in the course of the final solution the Jews 
are to be allocated for appropriate labor in the East. Able-bodied 
Jews, separated according to sex, will be taken in large work columns 
to these areas for work on roads, in the course of which action 
doubtless a large portion will be eliminated by natural causes. 


The possible final remnant will, since it will undoubtedly consist of 
the most resistant portion, have to be treated accordingly, because 
it is the product of natural selection and would, if released, act as 
a the seed of a new Jewish revival (see the experience of history.) 


In the course of the practical execution of the final solution, 
Europe will be combed through from west to east. Germany proper, 
including the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, will have to be 
handled first due to the housing problem and additional social and 
political necessities. 


The evacuated Jews will first be sent, group by group, to so-called 
transit ghettos, from which they will be transported to the East. 


SS-Obergruppenftihrer Heydrich went on to say that an important 
prerequisite for the evacuation as such is the exact definition of 
the persons involved. 


It is not intended to evacuate Jews over 65 years old, but to send 
them to an old-age ghetto - Theresienstadt is being considered for 
this purpose. 


In addition to these age groups - of the approximately 280,000 Jews 
in Germany proper and Austria on 31 October 1941, approximately 30% 
are over 65 years old - severely wounded veterans and Jews with war 
decorations (Iron Cross I) will be accepted in the old-age ghettos. 
With this expedient solution, in one fell swoop many interventions 
will be prevented. 


The beginning of the individual larger evacuation actions will 
largely depend on military developments. Regarding the handling of 
the final solution in those European countries occupied and influenced 
by us, it was proposed that the appropriate expert of the Foreign 
Office discuss the matter with the responsible official of the Security 
Police and SD. 


In Slovakia and Croatia the matter is no longer so difficult, since the 
most substantial problems in this respect have already been brought 
near a solution. In Rumania the government has in the meantime also 
appointed a commissioner for Jewish affairs. In order to settle the 
question in Hungary, it will soon be necessary to force an adviser 
for Jewish questions onto the Hungarian government. 


With regard to taking up preparations for dealing with the problem 
in Italy, SS-Obergruppenftihrer Heydrich considers it opportune to 
contact the chief of police with a view to these problems. 
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In occupied and unoccupied France, the registration of Jews for 
evacuation will in all probability proceed without great difficulty. 


Under Secretary of State Luther calls attention in this matter to 
the fact that in some countries, such as the Scandinavian states, 
difficulties will arise if this problem is dealt with thoroughly 
and that it will therefore be advisable to defer actions in these 
countries. Besides, in view of the small numbers of Jews affected, 
this deferral will not cause any substantial limitation. 


The Foreign Office sees no great difficulties for southeast and western 
Europe. SS-Gruppenftihrer Hofmann plans to send an expert to Hungary 
from the Race and Settlement Main Office for general orientation at 
the time when the Chief of the Security Police and SD takes up the 
matter there. It was decided to assign this expert from the Race and 
Settlement Main Office, who will not work actively, as an assistant to 
the police attaché. 


Iv. 


In the course of the final solution plans, the Nuremberg Laws 
should provide a certain foundation, in which a prerequisite for the 
absolute solution of the problem is also the solution to the problem 
of mixed marriages and persons of mixed blood. 


The Chief of the Security Police and the SD discusses the following 
points, at first theoretically, in regard to a letter from the chief 
of the Reich chancellery: 


1) Treatment of Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree 


Persons of mixed blood of the first degree will, as regards the final 
solution of the Jewish question, be treated as Jews. 


From this treatment the following exceptions will be made: 


a) Persons of mixed blood of the first degree married to persons of 
German blood if their marriage has resulted in children (persons of 
mixed blood of the second degree). These persons of mixed blood of 
the second degree are to be treated essentially as Germans. 


b) Persons of mixed blood of the first degree, for whom the highest 
ofices of the Party and State have already issued exemption permits 
in any sphere of life. Each individual case must be examined, and it 
is not ruled out that the decision may be made to the detriment of 
the person of mixed blood. 


The prerequisite for any exemption must always be the personal 
merit of the person of mixed blood. (Not the merit of the parent or 
spouse of German blood.) 


Persons of mixed blood of the first degree who are exempted from 
evacuation will be sterilized in order to prevent any offspring and 
to eliminate the problem of persons of mixed blood once and for all. 
Such sterilization will be voluntary. But it is required to remain in 
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the Reich. The sterilized “person of mixed blood” is thereafter fr 
of all restrictions to which he was previously subjected. 


2) Treatment of Persons of Mixed Blood of the Second Degree 


Persons of mixed blood of the second degree will be treated 
fundamentally as persons of German blood, with the exception of the 
following cases, in which the persons of mixed blood of the second 
degree will be considered as Jews: 


a) The person of mixed blood of the second degree was born of a 
marriage in which both parents are persons of mixed blood. 


b) The person of mixed blood of the second degree has a racially 
especially undesirable appearance that marks him outwardly as a Jew. 


c) The person of mixed blood of the second degree has a particularly 
bad police and political record that shows that he feels and behaves 
like a Jew. 


Also in these cases exemptions should not be made if the person 
of mixed blood of the second degree has married a person of German 
blood. 


3) Marriages between Full Jews and Persons of German Blood. 


Here it must be decided from case to case whether the Jewish 
partner will be evacuated or whether, with regard to the effects of 
such a step on the German relatives, [this mixed marriage] should be 
sent to an old-age ghetto. 


4) Marriages between Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree and 
Persons of German Blood. 


a) Without Children. 


If no children have resulted from the marriage, the person of mixed 
blood of the first degree will be evacuated or sent to an old-age 
ghetto (same treatment as in the case of marriages between full Jews 
and persons of German blood, point 3.) 


b) With Children. 


If children have resulted from the marriage (persons of mixed blood 
of the second degree), they will, if they are to be treated as Jews, 
be evacuated or sent to a ghetto along with the parent of mixed blood 
of the first degree. If these children are to be treated as Germans 
(regular cases), they are exempted from evacuation as is therefore 
the parent of mixed blood of the first degree. 


5) Marriages between Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree 
and Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree or Jews. In these 
marriages (including the children) all members of the family will 
be treated as Jews and therefore be evacuated or sent to an old-age 
ghetto. 


6) Marriages between Persons of Mixed Blood of the First Degree and 
Persons of Mixed Blood of the Second Degree. 
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In these marriages both partners will be evacuated or sent to 
an old-age ghetto without consideration of whether the marriage 
has produced children, since possible children will as a rule have 
stronger Jewish blood than the Jewish person of mixed blood of the 
second degree. 


SS-Gruppenfthhrer Hofmann advocates the opinion that sterilization 
will have to be widely used, since the person of mixed blood who is 
given the choice whether he will be evacuated or sterilized would 
rather undergo sterilization. 


State Secretary Dr. Stuckart maintains that carrying out in 
practice of the just mentioned possibilities for solving the problem 
of mixed marriages and persons of mixed blood will create endless 
administrative work. In the second place, as the biological facts 
cannot be disregarded in any case, State Secretary Dr. Stuckart 
proposed proceeding to forced sterilization. 


Furthermore, to simplify the problem of mixed marriages possibilities 
must be considered with the goal of the legislator saying something 
like: “These marriages have been dissolved.” 


With regard to the issue of the effect of the evacuation of Jews on 
the economy, State Secretary Neumann stated that Jews who are working 
in industries vital to the war effort, provided that no replacements 
are available, cannot be evacuated. 


SS-Obergruppenftihrer Heydrich indicated that these Jews would not 
be evacuated according to the rules he had approved for carrying out 
the evacuations then underway. 


State Secretary Dr. Buhler stated that the General Government would 
welcome it if the final solution of this problem could be begun in 
the General Government, since on the one hand transportation does 
not play such a large role here nor would problems of labor supply 
hamper this action. Jews must be removed from the territory of the 
General Government as quickly as possible, since it is especially 
here that the Jew as an epidemic carrier represents an extreme danger 
and on the other hand he is causing permanent chaos in the economic 
structure of the country through continued black market dealings. 
Moreover, of the approximately 2 1/2 million Jews concerned, the 
majority is unfit for work. 


State Secretary Dr. Blhler stated further that the solution to the 
Jewish question in the General Government is the responsibility of 
the Chief of the Security Police and the SD and that his efforts would 
be supported by the officials of the General Government. He had only 
one request, to solve the Jewish question in this area as quickly as 
possible. 


In conclusion the different types of possible solutions were 
discussed, during which discussion both Gauleiter Dr. Meyer and 
State Secretary Dr. Buhler took the position that certain preparatory 
activities for the final solution should be carried out immediately in 
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the territories in question, in which process alarming the populace 
must be avoided. 


The meeting was closed with the request of the Chief of the 
Security Police and the SD to the participants that they afford him 


appropriate support during the carrying out of the tasks involved in 
the solution. 
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Appendix C: Adolf Eichmann and the Wannsee 
Protocol 


Adolf Eichmann, the SS Lieutenant Colonel who was tried and executed in Israel in 1962, 
was tasked with taking the minutes which have become known as the Wannsee Protocol. 


Because of this, Eichmann was naturally enough questioned about the Wannsee conference 
and the minutes during his trial in Israel, at which he confirmed that the meeting was only 
about transporting J ews to the East. Amongst the points which Eichmann made during his 
evidence in court, were the following: 


- The meeting was held to extend Reinhard Heydrich’s influence over the rest of the civil 
service bureaucracy; 


- He had personally prepared the overview of all attempts to move the J ews out of Europe 
which Heydrich had presented to the conference; 


- He specifically denied that the meeting had discussed killing Jews. The only time, he 
told the Israeli court, that the killing of J ews was discussed in any form was in informal 
conversation between some delegates afterwards—but Eichmann was unable to give any 
precise details on what was said or who said it. 


- He said the conference had certainly never discussed murder by gas chambers and the 
informal conversation had only mentioned shooting as a form of execution. This would have 
been perfectly understandable in terms of the activities of the Einstazgruppen which were 
already operating behind the German front line in the Soviet Union. 


Fichmannalsoclaimedincourtthathehad seen “preparationsin the Eastforextermination.” 
This was a reference to his earlier claim, made in a taped interview in Argentina, that he had 
visited a gas chamber in operation at the Majdenek camp near Lublicn in “the latter part of 
1941” for which a Russian U-Boat motor was used to generate exhaust fumes which allegedly 
killed J ews. 


This claim has always been controversial and a subject of dispute. The reason for this is 
that the Lublin camp was built as a prisoner-of-war camp in 1941 to accommodate some of 
the hundreds of thousands of Soviet soldiers captured during the opening offensive of the 
German invasion of Russia. 


Even the exterminationist “experts” who promote the Holocaust story do not claim that 
there were gas chambers at Majdenek in 1941. According to those sources, and the official 
guide book handed out at the camp museum today, “construction of the gas chambers at 
Majdanek started in August 1942 and was completed in October 1942.” 
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This would make Eichmann’s claim to have seen a gassing in 1941 impossible. So why did 
he say this? 


The reason might be found in the rest of his so-called memoirs, which were published in 
Life magazine in 1960 and which contain so many “mistakes” and contradictions that they 
give cause for great doubt as to their authenticity. 


For example, in the section entitled “The Final Solution: Liquidation,” Eichmann claims 
that the Wannsee Conference took place on “J an. 10, 1942” - whereas it in fact took place on 
January 20th. (Life, Vol. 49, No. 22, November 28, 1960, pp. 24, 101,102). It is unlikely that 
he would have made such an error, seeing as he was responsible for the minutes. 


Other impossible claims made in Eichmann’s “memoirs,” which cast further doubt on their 
authenticity, included a claim that he had witnesses the gassing of 1,000 J ews in buses which 
were “were normal, high-windowed affairs with all their windows closed. During the trip, I 
was told, the carbon monoxide from the exhaust pipe was conducted into the interior of the 
buses. It was intended to kill the passengers immediately.” (Life, Vol. 49, No. 22, November 
28, 1960, pp. 24, 102, 104). 


Apart from the fact that an ordinary windowed bus full of people would never be airtight, 
there is no possible way that the victims would have not opened or smashed out the 
windows as soon as the exhaust fumes entered the interior. This version also contradicts 
the exterminationists’ claim that the “gas buses” used by Nazis were specially constructed 
machines with no windows. 


All in all, there is good reason to doubt the Eichmann “memoirs” as accurate, while his 
evidence before the Israeli court merely served to confirm that the Wannsee conference did 
not discuss mass murder. 


Verbatim: Adolf Eichmann’s Testimony in J erusalem about the Wannsee Conference 


(English transcript of the Eichmann trial [mimeographed], June 231961, session 78, pp. 
ZI, Aal, Bbl; June 26, 1961, session 79, p. BI; July 24, 1961, session 107, pp. El, Fl, GI., Dr. 
Robert Servatius was Eichmann’s German attorney.) 


Dr. Servatius: ... Will the witness explain what do you know in connection to the initiative 
to call this conference? 


Accused: Without any doubt, the main reason for the convening of the conference was 
Heydrich’s intention to extend the scope of his influence. 
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Dr. Servatius: Was he afraid of any difficulties? Did he have reason to be afraid? 


Accused: Experience up to then showed that all those questions were usually dealt with by 
various authorities and if it were, there was no coordinated activity and, therefore, actions 
were delayed considerably as there were all sorts of activities carried out within various 
offices. And, in a nutshell, one may point out that in the deliberations which were held so far 
they wouldn’t see the wood for the trees, and they wouldn’t arrive at any definite solution or 
any coordinated solution. This is one of the reasons why Heydrich convened the Wannsee 
Conference, why he actually convened it on his own initiative in order to imprint his own will 
and that of the Reichsfuhrer SS. 


Dr. Servatius: The witness I believe already declared here in Court that you prepared 
Heydrich’s speech. Or this may be collected from the appendix to the Sassen report. 


Presiding J udge: Yes. 


Dr. Servatius: Are you ready to repeat once again your explanation how it came about that 
you were asked to prepare this speech? 


Accused: Yes. I was instructed to collect material which Heydrich thought relevant for 
his speech which he was about to hold. That means to say that it should have been a general 
survey of all the operations that had been carried out in the course of the last years in the 
realm of the emigration of Jews. It had to be a survey of the results and the difficulties of the 
operations in question. These prepared remarks that I drew for Heydrich’s speech can be 
seen on the seven pages of the document in front of us, but it struck me that certain points 
which I prepared were [not] prepared by me. They are not the fruit of my pencil, so to speak, 
but simply expressed by Heydrich without taking heed of what I had prepared. Because very 
often as I had seen from experience he would speak very freely, without always taking care 
of the prepared points. And here on page 6 the last passage, according to which J ews were 
earmarked for special labor effort and they were to be sent, within the framework of the final 
solution, to the eastern territories and, as I said, this was to conform with the framework set 
for the labor effort in the east. The labor columns were to be formed and a separation was 
to be carried out between the sexes so that the Jews fit for work would be brought within 
the framework of this plan and would be employed in the construction of the roads. This 
particular passage could not have possibly stemmed from me and the remarks couldn’t 
possibly been ascribed to what I wrote because this particular passage actually constituted a 
turning point in the policy towards the Jews and this policy appears for the first time in the 
Wannsee Conference. 


Presiding J udge: I believe there is a written translation into the Hebrew of this document. 


Court Interpreter: I do not have it before me. 
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Accused: May I further point out, your Honors, to complete the picture, that the second 
function which was bestowed upon me was the function of keeping minutes of the meeting 
together with a secretary. 


Accused: These minutes to which I was referring were rendering the salient points quite 
clearly. But so far as the particulars were concerned, I have to point out that this was not a 
verbatim report because certain colloquialisms were then couched by me in official language 
and certain official terms had to be introduced. Later on it had been revised three or four times 
by Heydrich. It came back through official channels to us through the channel of Mueller and 
then again we had to elaborate on it until it assumed its final form. 


Dr. Servatius: What is not reflected in the protocol is the spirit which reigned at this 
conference. Can you report or comment regarding the spirit and attitude at this conference? 


Accused: Yes, the climate of this conference was characterized as it were by a relaxed 
attitude of Heydrich who had actually more than anybody else expected considerable 
stumbling blocks and difficulties. 


Q: It is important how these things found expression on the part of the other participants. 


A: It was an atmosphere not only of agreement on the part of the participants, but more 
than that, one could feel an agreement which had assumed a form which had not been 
expected. Unflinching in his determination to participate fully in the functions with regard to 
the final solution of the Jewish problem and particularly outstanding in the enthusiastic and 
unexpected form of agreement was the State secretary, Buehler, and even more than Buehler, 
Stuckart had evinced boundless enthusiasm. He was usually hesitating, and reserved, reticent 
and furtive, but all of a sudden he gave expression to boundless enthusiasm, with which he 
joined the others with regard to the final solution of the Jewish question. 


Q: The witness saw before the calling of this conference the preparations in the East for 
the extermination? He saw the steps taken there? 


A: Yes, Sir. 


Q: Did the participants at this conference know anything about the way for the final 
solution? 


A: I have to assume that the things were known to the participants of the Wannsee 
Conference because after all the war against Russia had been going on already about six 
months. As we sawin some various relevant documents, the operational groups were already 
acting in the Russian war theater and all those key personalities in the Reich Government 
must have known about the state of affairs at that time. 
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Q: How long did this conference go on and what happened after the conference was over? 


A: The conference itself took only a very short period of time. I can’t recall exactly how long 
it lasted, but it seems to me that I would not be mistaken in saying that it didn’t take longer 
than an hour oran hour and a half. Of course, the gentlemen who participated in it would later 
on be standing in small groups to discuss the ins and outs of the agenda and also of certain 
work to be undertaken afterwards. After the conference had been a[d]journed, Heydrich 
and Mueller still remained and I was also permitted to remain and then in this restricted 
get-together, Heydrich gave expression to his great satisfaction I already referred to before.... 


Presiding J udge: ... Now in connection with the Wannsee Conference , you answered my 
colleague Dr. Raveh that this part of the meeting, which is not mentioned in the protocol, the 
discussion was about means of extermination. Systems of killing. 


A: Yes. 


Q: Who discussed this subject? 


A: I do not remember it in detail, Your Honor. I do not remember the circumstances of 
this co 


nversation. But I do knowthat these gentlemen were standing together, or sitting together, 
and were discussing the subject quite bluntly, quite differently from the language which I 
had to use later in the record. During the conversation they minced no words about it at all. 
I might say furthermore, Your Honor, that I would not have remembered this unless I had 
later remembered that I told myself, Look here, I told myself, even this guy Stuckart, who 
was known as one of these uncles who was a great stickler for legalities, he too uses language 
which is not at all in accordance with paragraphs of the law. This incident remained engraved 
in my memory and recalled the entire subject to my mind. 


Q: What did he say about this subject? 


A: In detail I do not. 


Q: Not details in general, what did he say about this theme? 


A: I cannot remember it in detail, Your Honor, but they spoke about methods for 
killing, about liquidation, about extermination. I was busy with my records. I had to make 
the preparations for taking down the minutes; I could not perk up my ears and listen to 
everything that was said. But it filtered through the small room and I caught fragments of 
this conversation. It was a small room so from time to time I heard a word or two. 


Q: I believed that this was the official part of the meeting, of the conference. 
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A: The official part did not take too long. 


Q: Was this in the official part of the conference, or not? It was my belief that this was in 
the official conference because this should have been included in the protocol of the meeting, 
although nothing is mentioned. 


A: Well of course, it was in the official part, Your Honor. But again this official part had two 
subdivisions. The first part where everyone was quiet and listened to the various lectures, 
and then in the second part, everyone spoke out of turn and people would go around, butlers, 
adjutants, and would give out liquor. Well, I don’t want to say that there was an atmosphere 
of drunkenness there. It was an official atmosphere, but nevertheless it was not one of these 
stiff, formal, official affairs where everyone spoke in turn. But people just talked at cross 
vertices. 


Q: And were these also recorded by the short-hand typists? 


Accused: Yes, yes they were taken down. 


Presiding J udge: And you were ordered by someone not to include it in the memorandum 
of the meeting in the official Protocol of this meeting, weren’t you? 


Accused: Yes, that’s how it was. The stenographer was sitting next to me and I was to see 
to it that everything would be taken down; then she deciphered this and then Heydrich gave 
me his instructions as to what should be included in the record and what should be excluded. 
Then I showed it to Heydrich and he polished it up and proof-read it and that’s how it was 
kept. 


Q: And that which was said about this very important theme, you cannot remember at all 
is this what you say? 


A: Well, the most important thing here was... 


Q: I did not say, the most important I said it was an important theme, and important 
enough to be excluded from the record. 


A: Well, no. The significant part, from Heydrich’s point-of-view, was to nail down the 
Secretaries of State, to commit them most bindingly, to catch them by their words; and 
therefore, it was quite the contrary the important part did go into the record and the less 
significant ones were excluded. It was, I would say, that Heydrich wanted to cover himself, 
wanted to be sure that each and every one of these Secretaries of State would be nailed-down 
and these matters, therefore, were put down. 
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Q: That means to say that the methods of killing the systems of extermination was not an 
important theme? 


A: Ah! the means of killing... 

Q: That is what we are speaking about the means of killing. 
A: No, no this of course was not put into the record no, no! 
Q: Did they discuss killing by poison gas? 

A: No, with gas no. 

Q: But, how then? 


A: It was... this business with the engine, they spoke about this; they spoke about shooting, 
but not about gas. 


Q: [Reading from the Wannsee Minutes]Dr. Meyer and Dr. Buehler that their opinion was 
that preparatory work should begin immediately for the “final solution” in the various areas, 
but at the same time to avoid unrest and anxiety on the part of the population. 


A: Ah, yes... 
Q: To which preparatory work does this refer? 
A: I cannot imagine anything, but... 


Q: Don’t imagine! My question is and I put it to you, as the Attorney-General put it to you 
before and all the time what can you remember? This was a turning point, in fact. 


A: I was there and I witnessed the preparatory work, with these two little houses in the 
Lublin area. 


Q: Which two little huts in the Lublin area? I’m asking you this question about the 
Conference. 
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A: Well, I had seen the preparatory work before in fact, but I don’t really know. They spoke 
about the matter, at the meeting, of not creating any anxiety and perplexity amongst the local 
population, so all I thought was being discussed, was this same kind of business. 


Q: And did you report what you saw to this Conference? 


A: At the Wannsee Conference? No, I never uttered a syllable; I was not authorized to open 
my mouth. No, I had no permission. 


Q: So, who was it, who brought the technical details to the Conference? 


A: Well, no one discussed the technical details. That is to say, Heydrich opened the meeting 
and then everyone spoke about it. Well, I mean maybe Buller [Buehler] spoke about it or 
possible Krueger. I suppose he would have; he was the senior SS and Police Commander 
in the Government General. In a way he was the head of the entire business, in charge of it. 
Globocnik was subordinated to this man Krueger. Krueger, as the boss, must have known it 
in detail. 


Presiding J udge: But Krueger did not take part at the Wannsee Conference, according to 
the list of participants. 


A: Yes, but earlier he visited Heydrich and extracted from him an invitation for Buller 
[Buhler] to take part at the meeting. And then, one spoke about it in detail. Heydrich and 
Krueger discussed it and for that reason I had to issue special invitations for Krueger and 
Mueller [Buehler]. 


Q:You told the Court that you do not consider yourself an anti- Semite and that you never 
were an anti-Semite. 


A: An anti-Semite I never was. No. 
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Appendix D: Wannsee “A Silly Story,” says Israel’s 
Leading Holocaust Scholar 


That the Wannsee Conference never discussed killing J ews in any way, has actually been 
confirmed in public by Yehuda Bauer, professor of Holocaust Studies at the Avraham Harman 
Institute of Contemporary J ewry at the Hebrew University of J erusalem. 


JTA 


JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY 


Nazi Scheme Not Born at Wannsee, Israeli 
Holocaust Scholar Claims 


January 23, 1992 


LONDON (Jan. 22) 


An Israeli Holocaust scholar has debunked the Wannsee Conference, at which top Nazi officials are said to 
have gathered at a villa in a Berlin suburb in 1942 to draw the blueprints of the “Final Solution.” 


According to Professor Yehuda Bauer of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Wannsee was a meeting but 
“hardly a conference,” and “little of what was said there was executed in detail.” 


Bauer addressed the opening session of an international conference held here to mark the 50th anniversary of 
the decision to carry out the “Final Solution.” But it was not made at Wannsee, the Czech-born scholar said. 


“The public still repeats, time after time, the silly story that at Wannsee the extermination of the Jews was 
arrived at. Wannsee was but a stage in the unfolding of the process of mass murder,” he said. 


Bauer also said fears that memories of the Holocaust are receding with time are unfounded. 


“Whether presented authentically or inauthentically, with empathy and understanding or as monumental 
kitsch, the Holocaust has become a ruling symbol of our culture. 


“Hardly a month passes without a new TV production, a new film, a new drama, a number of new books of 


prose or poetry dealing with the subject,” the professor said. 


Bauer is also the founding editor of the journal Holocaust and Genocide Studies, and 
a member of the editorial board of the Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, published by Yad 
Vashem in 1990. 


He is not, therefore, an obscure figure, but a leading and major—in fact, one of the most 
senior—J ews promoting the Holocaust fable. 


As long ago as 1992, Bauer, speaking at a conference held in London to mark the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Wannsee meeting, told the audience that the claim that Wannsee was a 
“master plan” to kill J ews was nothing but a “silly story.” 


Bauer’s remarks were reported in the J ewish Telegraphic Agency of January 23, 1992, 
and the Canadian J ewish Times of J anuary 30, 1992. 
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Titled “Nazi Scheme Not Born at Wannsee, Israeli Holocaust Scholar Claims,” the JTA 
report continued: 


London (J TA)—An Israeli Holocaust scholar has de-bunked the Wannsee Conference, 
at which top Nazi officials are said to have gathered at a villa in a Berlin suburb in 1942 to 
draw the blueprints of the “Final Solution.” 


According to Prof. Yehuda Bauer of the Hebrew University in J erusalem, Wannsee was 
a meeting, “but hardly a conference,” and “little of what was said there was executed in 
detail.” Bauer addressed the opening session of an international conference held here to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the decision to carry out the “Final Solution.” “But it was not 
made at Wannsee,” the Czech born scholar said. 


“The public still repeats, timeaftertime, thesilly story that at Wannsee the extermination 
of the] ews was arrived at. Wannsee was but a stage in the unfolding of the process of mass 
murder,” he said. 
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